Step IV B: Reflection and Summary

Goal: I will research and implement new differentiation strategies in my classroom so that students can participate and acheive academic success while also gaining a better understanding of their learning style. 

How did you grow professionally in the standards identified in your plan?
What I learned most is that it is very helpful and affective to be aware of all the different types of learners you have in your class and to make sure their needs are met within the lessons. It is not only rewarding to the student, but the teacher as well because the feeling of success from the student will resonate in the heart of the teacher. Standards Addressed 2. Teachers know how children grow. This standard was met by the many changes I made to my curriculum to meet all the different levels of student growth. I not only did this by giving them choices in book reports and projects, but also changing some of my other assessments. For example, one of my students was unable to go home and write a five-paragraph response given in class so I adapted the assignment to his needs and he had to bring me back a well-written paragraph. If I hadn't done that, he would have become frustrated and not given me anything, but he was able to handle the assignment and turn in some great work. Also, for a few of my students who get overwhelmed by a large vocabulary list, I gave them a version where five at a time were color coded and they matched the colored sections together. As mentioned in my annual review, I also helped students who weren't able to read on their own by supplying them with an oral version of the book. 3. Teachers understand that children learn differently. The survey that the students took at the beginning of the year had a duel purpose. Not only was it used to make them more aware of the type of learner they were, but it also made me aware of all the learners I had. Knowing this, I was able to add choices to project lists that met each learning type and also created projects where all different learners could feel successful. In everyday classroom activities I also made some changes. For journaling, I put a few choices (creative, logical, critical thinking, free choice, etc.)on the board that appealed to different learners. Also, in small groups, each member would get a task to carry out; such as, leader, speaker, recorder, reference, cheer leader, connector. 4. Teachers know how to teach. The fact that I have changed around a lot of projects to meet the needs to my students shows that I have met this standard of my PDP. The digital storytelling class specifically because now that I am able to operate the software of a digital story, I will be able to teach that mode of technology to my classroom. I also created a wikispace for each of my classes this year so that students could look up due dates and find handouts and resources they may have missed (or lost) since class. This new means of technology has been a great help for students, other teachers, and parents. 5. Teachers know how to manage a classroom. Self-motivation and active learning were brought about in my class through my evidence of literature circles and the Romeo and Juliet final projects. There were numerous other activities where students became very active in their learning. We did many different skits where students would demonstrate a myth to the class and then as a class we would classify what a myth was. We also did radio plays and pantomining to understand the importance of non-verbal communication. Students were very active in my classroom this past year. I feel that establishing a comfortable work environment was the only way to allow students to feel so comfortable infront of their peers. 7. Teachers are able to plan different kinds of lessons. When I surveyed my students to see what types of activities they enjoy and the type of learner they are, I also went through the list (Survey 3-4) and placed a star next to each activity I did throughout the school year. I realized that I did appeal to many different learners, except for the logical mathematical learners. This pushed me to add more projects and activities to appeal to these learners like mapping and graphing.

How did your growth have an effect on student learning?
Students became more aware of the type of learner they are and how they can take control of their learning as well. This was evident with the surveys I gave them at the beginning of the year. Immediately I could tell they were interested because they got into finding out the type of learner they were and hearing the descriptions of each learner and activites where they can be most successful. Also, the review they had to add to the survey at the end of the year showed it was a helpful tool and made them more aware of their learning style. Most students hadn't heard of the different learning styles so it was a very useful tool that I will do each year. Students also were very successful in understanding text and discussion when I divided them into literature circles as opposed to them reading and filling out a study guide. Students who rarely spoke were participating and sharing their findings/drawings with the class and that was rewarding. Another major difference I noticed was my change from the final written exam to a final project for Romeo and Juliet. Students grades improved and enthusiasm were evident. When I gave written exmas (spring 2009)for the final, it seemed like more of a panic and grades weren't the best. Students handeed it in thankful that it was over with. This year (spring 2010) I handed out a list of projects graded on a level of difficulty. I made sure all the intelligences were addressed so that all students could find an area they will be successful in and enjoy. They were so proud of their projects and I could tell a lot of time and effort was put into most.

Summarize and reflect on how you collaborated with others?
My collaboration with others was very helpful and meaningful. One very important collaboration I participated in was with the special education departments, both at the high school and middle school levels. Immediately at the beginning on the school year, they supplied me with every student they had and a detailed description of their disability and helpful techniques and guidelines in learning techniques and strategies that work on each individual. Also, I felt comfortable going to them for suggestions. For example, while reading Lord of the Flies, one of the special education teachers was reading chapters out loud to students so I bought a copy of am oral reading to help those students who obtained knowledge better through listening. I also collaborated with a co-worker in the learning style survey. She surveyed the eighth grade class and I surveyed the ninth grade class. We then made a list of all the students and their learning styles and supplied the other teachers who came in contact with those students so they would better understand the different learning styles and hopefully meet all their needs. Also, participating in various Individual Education Plans and parent-teacher conferences, I made it a point to ask parents what they feel are good techniques to reach their child and what activities their child enjoyed. It not only opened up communication with parents, but also aided in planning and the structuring of lessons.

